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BENEDICT 

CUMBERBATCH 

On the price of fame ! 


FIELD OF 
DREAMS 

Why EC1 is the perfect 
home for Club Gascon 





Grange Grove 
Canonbury N1 

A truly exceptional, newly refurbished & extended 3/4 bedroom, 3 bathroom family home 
situated right in the very heart of Canonbury. Extended to the full width across the back, the 
house offers a superb open plan kitchen, dining & reception room with 3 large sliding glass doors 
opening to the garden. 

EPC rating C 


£2,750,000 guide price 

freehold 


SALES 

020 7359 9777 

sales.islington@chestertons.com 

















CHESTERTONS 

Islington 




St Pauls Place 
Islington N1 

A charming & extremely elegant Grade II listed Georgian mid terrace house set on this desirable 
road within the Canonbury conservation area, incorporating a 1 bedroom flat on the lower ground 
floor. The house is being sold in its entirety. 

EPC exempt SALES 

020 7359 9777 

sales.islington@chestertons.com 


£1,895,000 guide price 

freehold 


A member of 

<i)nTheMarket com 








































Hartham Road 
Holloway N7 

A substantial 5 bedroom Victorian end of terrace house set within the Hillmarton conservation 
area offering a wealth of accommodation & arranged over 3 floors. 

EPC rating E 


£1,650,000 guide price 

freehold 


SALES 

020 7359 9777 

sales.islington@chestertons.com 
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CHESTERTON 

Islington 



Herrick Road 
Highbury N5 


£1,395,000 asking price 

freehold 


Cloudesley Road 
Barnsbury N1 


£1,999,950 asking price 

freehold 


Your property can help you get away 
with Chestertons 


To find out more talk to us today or visit chestertons.com/avios 



avios\ CHESTERTO 

Londons Estate Agent 


Applies to sellers and landlords. Terms and conditions apply see www.chestertons.com/avios for details. 

Avios are issued and redeemed in accordance with Avios terms and conditions. 


vIS 


A member of 

<i)nTheMarket com 














































































































drinkaware.co.uk 

for the facts 


Your exciting new Waitrose is now 
open, just off Granary Square 


Why not pop in and see us? Our Cookery School is serving up plates of 
inspiration with its demonstrations, classes and street food. Our Wine 
Bar is the perfect place to enjoy a bottle with friends. Our Juice Bar 
has lots of deliciously fresh recipes for you to try. And, of course, our 
shelves are packed with all the great quality food you know and love. 
We can’t wait to welcome you in store. 



Waitrose 


KING’S CROSS 
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From the little jobs to the took-longer-than-you- 
realised jobs, our skilled handymen will quote and 
carry out whatever you require to keep your home 
or rental portfolio in great shape. 

DECORATING / PLUMBING / CARPENTRY 
FURNITURE ASSEMBLY / LANDSCAPING 


myhome©©® 

handyman services 

CALLTODAYON 0208 802 4040 


North London and surrounding areas 
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ELANOR TRAVERS (HAIR) AND ERIN FULLER (MAKE UP), GINA CONWAY 
PRIVE; GINACONWAYPRIVE.COM. PHOTO BY TOM DUNKLEY 
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Letter from the 

EDITOR 

E verybody will have their 15 minutes of fame, apparently. If they 
didn’t, we wouldn’t be swamped with more and more ridiculous 
reality TV shows (although I do whisper that as one of my 
esteemed colleagues is due to be appearing on our screens 
soon). I’ve not had mine yet, but I’m not sure I want to after seeing 
another colleague of mine buckle under a deluge of phone calls and 
emails when she appeared on BBC talking about a rather unsavoury 
incident on a train. 

Featuring Benedict Cumberbatch again in this issue got me thinking 
about fame. He talks about his sex symbol status, pointing out that 
before the world became enfatuated with him no-one gave him a second 
glance. I often bore guests at dinner parties recounting the time I sat 
with him in Hyde Park enjoying an ice lolly whilst doing an interview. If 
we tried that again, I doubt I’d survive the enthusiastic crowds. 

Perhaps Benedict needs to escape to the country, so this issue would 
be perfect fodder for him. Yes, we have gone all rural on you, from 
visiting some of the UK’s finest countryside hotels, to offering tips on 
how to dress up your home with some rustic charm. We pick our five 
favourite Angel shops selling the best in country inspiration, plus 
interview Michelin-starred Pascal Aussignac about his forthcoming game menu - and discuss why 
opening his first restaurant Club Gascon in Smithfield was seen as a very big gamble. 

Make sure you spend some time looking at the photos of Robert Newmark’s home on page 26. 

I am in the privileged position of being welcomed into some of North London’s finest properties, 
but the entrepreneur - Robert is the man behind Beach Blanket Babylon among other restaurants 
and bars - has raised the standards. 

Next month it’s all about Christmas, so hopefully this is a nice appetiser to get you into the 
spirit. It will include a piece on a new recipe book that I am involved with, so I look forward to 
the phone ringing off the hook. Enjoy the issue. 

Mark Kebble, Editor 




SPOILER 

ALERT 

He can handle the trapping of fame, but why Benedict 
Cumberbatch asks does everyone need to know whafs to come? 


theUginterview 


He's back within these pages once 
again, but we still can't get enough 
of Benedict Cumberbatch^^^^^^^^^^^H 



He's a Londoner through and |_ 

through, but Tom Parker Bowles has 
a lot of time for country food 


TOM PARKER BOWLES 


Skip London once in 


COUNTRY FILE 


EDITOR’S CHOICE - TASTE OF THE COUNTRY 


Four fabulous ideas from Kara 



O'Reilly about how you can embrace 
rural style in your home^^^^^H 
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NEVER 

TOO YOUNG 


Olympia will be hosting the winners 
and selected images from the Young 
Travel Photographers Competition, forming 
part of the Family Travel Show from 31 
October-1 November. From quirky signs and 
bustling markets, to incredible landscapes 
and amazing architecture, this is a look at 
the world through children's eyes. 

See some of the entries 
now at youngtravel 
r v photographers.com 


Craft work 

Handmade in Britain, the annual 
showcase of the very best of 
contemporary British craft and 
design, heads to the Chelsea Old 
Town Hall from 13-15 November. 
You will be able to browse 
exceptional crafts, buy unique 
gifts, or commission a bespoke 
piece of work directly from over 
120 of the UK's finest designer- 
makers, each handpicked by a 
panel of industry experts. 

For details of exhibitors on show, 
visit handmadeinbritain.co.uk 


Character study 

Opening on 12 November at Somerset 
House is Tintin: Herge's Masterpiece. 
Stepping inside the wonderfully 
eccentric world of artist-author Herge 
and Tintin, his intrepid young reporter, 
the exhibition will explore the evolution 
of the artwork of Herge, from the 
simplicity of early newspaper strips to the 
genre-defining work of the later works. 

somersethouse.org.uk 
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JEWEL IN 
THE CROWi 


Bejewelled Treasures: The Al Thani Collection will 
showcase around 100 spectacular objects from 
or inspired by the jewellery traditions of the Indian 
subcontinent. Opening on 21 November at the 
V&A, expect magnificent precious stones. 

Cromwell Road SW7 2RL; 

020 7942 2000; vam.ac.uk 
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EXCLUSIVE 

DISCOUNTS 

i for resident readers 


Waltzing into the West End 

Ever since it opened at the Royal 
Shakespeare Company's The Courtyard 
Theatre in 2010, Matilda The Musical has 
dazzled theatre-goers (it has just had its 
Australian premiere too, arriving in 
Sydney on 20 August). Now a new era 
begins in the London staging of the hit 
show, with Evie Hone and Lizzie Wells 
joining Anna-Louise Knight and Lara 
McDonnell in the title role of Matilda at 
the West End's Cambridge Theatre. 
Joining the four actresses will be Michael 
Begley (Mr Wormwood), Miria Parvin 
(Miss Honey) and Rebecca Thornhill (Mrs 
Wormwood), with Craige Els continuing 
in the role of Miss Trunchbull. 

Matilda The Musical will be on at the 
Cambridge Theatre until May 2016. 
Readers of this magazine can save 5% 
when booking with Shows in London via 
theresident.co.uk/theatre or calling 
020 3567 0620 


Double vision 

Charles and Ray Eames are among the most important designers of the 20th century. Their 
enduring influence is widely acknowledged and continues to be celebrated worldwide. The 
World of Charles and Ray Eames is a major new exhibition at the Barbican, on until 14 February 
2016, looking at the extraordinary work of the Eames Office (pictured is the Eames Courtyard). 

See more information at barbican.org.uk/Eamesnews 


Pop-up paradise 

Harrods will be hosting stunning 
Roman jeweller Bulgari for a 
glamorous pop-up store exhibition 
from 30 October-28 November. There 
are seven exclusive products created 
for the Harrods pop-up, which 
includes a beautiful malachite pink 
gold pendant, a shining black and 
gold Octo watch, and emerald 
croco and four Gaulchat Serpenti 
Forever handbags. 

Find more information at harrods.com 




Hit the road 

As Britain enjoys an explosion of interest in two¬ 
wheeled travel, the Design Museum will look at 
the people and machines that make 
contemporary cycling what it is. Cycle 
Revolution, opening on 18 November, will 
include personal pieces belonging to well- 
known cyclists including Sir Chris Hoy. 

Visit designmuseum.org for more information 



OFF THE LEASH 
The Collars & Coats Gale 
Ball, in aid of Battersea Dogs 
& Cats Ftome, is back on 12 
November at Battersea 
Evolution. Into its seventh 
year, a higlight is the unique 
Battersea Doggie Guard of 
Honour’ comprising many of\ 
the Home’s 400 rescued 
canine residents. 
collarsandcoats.org.uk 


Am lb 
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EXPERIENCE 
THE ZIP EFFECT. 

MODERN DESIGN. 
MORE WOOHOO. 

The new Zip HydroTap® design range is 
available in various contemporary designs. 

Healthy living has never looked so good. 
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opinion 



ROSIE MILLARD 


How the humble Islington square is the closest we get to 
the countryside - and that's not very close at all 



ROSIE 

LOVES 


Sofas at the Screen on the Green. 
Plenty of you catch your movies 
here as a matter of course but for 
everyone else who doesn't, the 


service and little side tables, 
why on earth are you at the 
Vue? 


A h, the countryside. If only 
it was closer. Did you 
know that the origin for 
the Islington square was 
precisely that? To bring a bit of the 
country into town. Squares were 
devised as high density residential 
organisations with an open piece of 
land in the middle, crucially to 
provide light and ventilation. As 
explained by Todd Longstaffe- 
Gowan in his masterly analysis The 
London Square, the first proper 
arrangement of this kind took place 
in the 1630s on the 20-acre field or 
‘great pasture’ at Covent Garden, 
around which Inigo Jones designed a 
large piazza. In the following 
decades, the idea of the square was 
eagerly taken up across town by 
developers and the aristocracy, until 
London became renowned for its 
beautiful squares combining fashionable 
houses and open ‘countryside’. This was 
known as rus in urbe , a phrase you could 
murmur at your next dinner party or 
chance meeting with Boris Johnson; little 
enclaves of countryside in the midst of 
an increasingly humming city. 

Of course, the fact is that they are 
adored by city dwellers who wouldn’t 
dream of living in the muddy 
countryside. The middle of Thornhill 
Square is hardly what one might call 
rustic. There are some fabulous 
herbaceous borders, a lot of quite ropey 
grass and a bit of wildlife, namely a 
brigade of foxes that lounges around its 
perimeter just after dawn. That’s as far as 


it goes. I suspect a 
similar state of affairs 
exists across Islington, 
which may well have a 
few examples of rus in 
urbe (Milner, Gibson, 

Barnsbury, Myddelton et 
al), but which really boils 
down to a lot of urbe and 
hardly any rus. Of all the London 
boroughs, Islington is the one with the 
least green space. We may have Jeremy 
Corbyn as an MP, but that’s about as 
wholesome as it gets. 

It seems that Islington might just be 
one of those places that just doesn’t DO 
the countryside. Camping shops open on 
Upper Street, but then close again, 
perhaps due to the urgent need for 


another estate agent. Nobody 
displays even the trappings of 
country life, bar Clive Anderson, 
who walks his dog in a Barbour 
coat (Anderson, not the Labrador) 
on Highbury Fields every morning. 

Even Islington Farmers’ Market, 
which began so proudly by the 
statue of Sir Hugh Myddelton on 
Islington Green was, after a year or 
so, banished to crouch within the 
confines of William Tyndale 
Primary School. It now perches at 
the fag end of Chapel Market, 
where regular stallholders 
roll their eyes as they see 
people turn up at 
midday to chase down 
\ the last organic 
sausage going. 

...... . ,. , , Islington is not 

\ question is this: when there is a local / & 

cinema with sofas, footrests, waiter I Hampstead and nor is 


it Wimbledon, where 
people quite happily 
pretend they live in the 
middle of the rolling 
countryside, what with their horses 
and Range Rovers and Hunter Wellies, 
out on the Common. Double decker 
buses look out of place in Wimbledon. 
Perhaps this is all for the best. Because 
at least when we do get out of N1 and 
venture - say, to Southwold to breathe 
some fresh air - we really feel we are on 
holiday and having a break from all that 
tarmac. Rus in urbe. I don’t think so. 
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DOG’S 

LIFE 

From treadmills to travel, it’s a 
whole new world for our beloved 
animals - and PetsPyjamas have 
been leading the way 

Words MARK KEBBLE 



O ne thing that we need to make 
clear about PetsPyjamas is 
that they don’t sell pyjamas - 
but if they did, many 
wouldn’t bat an eyelid. After all, I am 
looking at a story of how one pampered 
pooch was treated to a treadmill. ‘We 
don’t sell ridiculous things,’ 

PetsPyjamas’ CEO, Gracia Amico, points 
out to me. ‘We sell a lot of treadmills 
and it completely makes sense. We sold 
one to an owner whose dog had recently 
had an operation and needed gentle 
exercise, and to another whose vet had 
told her that with exercise her dog would 
extend its lifespan by maybe another 
four or five months. That was enough to 
spend the money.’ 

It’s astonishing what is out there for 
dogs and pets in general. PetsPyjamas 
have just come off the back of launching 
a collection with Henry Holland, as well 
as launching their own Pawditch petwear 
collection, a British-made range of 
matching coats, collars and leads 
inspired by the company’s Shoreditch 
location. When Gracia came on board as 
CEO around a year and a half ago, there 



was something else that needed attention. 
‘Travel hadn’t really happened,’ she 
explains. ‘When I started I said that this 
was where we needed to focus on next. 
Now it has completely taken over and is 
incredibly popular. We had no idea it 
was going to take off so quickly. Hotels 
have realised that if they open their 
doors to pet loving people, their revenue 
streams would increase. I love the way 
dogs are now just as welcome as we are. 


Gracia Amic 
her gorgeou 
Lurcher, Pi 


It’s not just being tolerant of 
them, it’s really welcoming.’ 

It’s seems a ridiculous 
question to ask, but how big a 
business is the pets industry 
today? ‘Huge,’ Gracia eyes open 
wide. ‘There are nine million 
dogs and nine million cats in the 
UK. The pet market is worth £5.4 
billion per year. Britons spend an 
average of £450 million each 
year taking their pets away, with 33% of 
owners holidaying with their pets and 
willing to pay an additional £126 on 
average for this.’ 

Staggering figures indeed, but why 
did this happen? ‘There has been a real 
humanisation of pets,’ Gracia responds. 
‘It started in the US about seven or eight 
years ago, here slightly later, but there 
are lots of people whose kids have 
maybe moved out and they want a 
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localfeature 



Chewton Glen Hotel & Spa 

Set in 130 acres of breathtaking grounds on 
the edge of the New Forest National Park, 
this dog-friendly hotel will provide you and 
your four-legged friend with fabulous views. 
All dogs are welcome in The Treehouses 
(pictured above), which are built only a 
short stroll away from the main hotel. 
petspyjamas.com/travel/location/chewton- 
glen-hotel-spa-bh25-6qs 


replacement, or people like me who 
don’t have children. I have to say I never 
saw having a dog as being a replacement 
for a child, but the way I talk to my dog 
[Piper] and treat her, it’s ridiculous! 
PetsPyjamas was probably a little ahead 
of the curve [when it launched in 2011], 
but that’s typical of Karen [Hanton, the 
co-founder along with Denise Elphick], 
focusing on something before it 
becomes special.’ 

And special it most certainly is, with 
the accessories and travel aspects of 
PetsPyjamas flourishing, not to mention 
it being a website crammed full of 
content offering advice and more to pet 
owners all over - literally. ‘International 
has to be the next step,’ Gracia says on 
the future for PetsPyjamas. ‘I still feel 
there’s more to do in the UK, but places 
like France are incredibly dog friendly 
and there are other places in Europe we 
can work with. Even in the US, which is 
super dog friendly, 
there are things we 
have done with our 
site that haven’t been 
done there yet.’ 

Will Shoreditch 
remain a good base for 
their operation? ‘We 
are happy here,’ Gracia 
smiles. ‘We have 25 people here and the 
building belongs to us, so it’s just 
perfect. We have dogs in the office at 
times and it’s so lovely because when 
you are a little bit stressed, there’s this 
lovely little creature walking around just 
wanting to be cuddled. Even doing that 


for just two minutes makes you feel so 
much more relaxed.’ 

Right on cue, Kobi the husky arrives 
on the scene, dropping a ball at my feet 
and then eyeing me up expectantly to 
play. It’s certainly different from the 

stresses of the Archant 
London offices and in 
that moment I feel it’s 
only right that these 
wonderful animals are 
treated to everything 
possible. ‘Oh there 
probably is one 
ridiculous thing we 
sell,’ Gracia recalls where our 
conversation started, ‘a golden bed that’s 
a bit of a showpiece.’ Perfect to settle 
into with some extra comfortable 
pyjamas, perhaps? 

For details of everything PetsPyjamas offers, visit 
petspyjamas.com 


Hotels aren’t 
just tolerant of dogs, 
they are now really 
welcoming 




FIT FOR A KING (SPANIEL) 

Three top dog-friendly country retreats 



Clockwise from top left: 
Lulu, Maisie, and Rufus 
and Heidi sport the new 
Pawditch Collection 


Devonshire Arms at Beeley 

Set on Chatworth Estate, The Devonshire 
Arms provides a fabulously cosy base for a 
walking holiday in Derbyshire. Well-behaved 
dogs can stay in any one of the four 
luxurious Brookside House rooms, and on the 
doorstep lies a paradise for walkers and 
four-legged friends. 
petspyjamas.com/travel/location/ 
devonshire-arms-beeley-de4-2nr 

Lodore Falls, Lake District 

Nestled in the heart of Borrowdale Valley, 
Lodore Falls Hotel makes for a magical dog- 
friendly escape. Dog beds and bowls will be 
provided for four-legged guests, plus be sure 
to explore the 40 acres of private grounds 
and see the hotel's namesake - its very 
own waterfall. 

petspyjamas.com/travel/location/lodore- 
falls-hotel-cal 2-5ux 
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RECOMMENDS 

Five places offering a chance to own apiece of the country 




J JIGSAW 

There are plenty of shops 
that fulfil men's and 
women's fashion needs under 
one roof, but how often do you 
see the men hanging around, 
looking rather bored? So 
hallelujah to Jigsaw for having a 
dedicated men's store on 
Upper Street and 
women's shop 
down fabulous 
Cross Street. Their 
AW15 offering 
certainly features 
plenty to get you 
into the country 
spirit, from tartan 
slim shirts to 
gorgeous luxury 
wrap coats. 

See more at 
jigsaw-online, 
com 


2 BRAMWELL 
BROWN 

The clocks go back on 25 
October - sob - so you may as 
well as cheer yourself up at the 
onset of winter with a brand new 
timepiece from Bramwell Brown. 
A company founded by brother 
and sister team Rob and Sarah 
Leigh-Bramwell, it was in the 
former's Angel kitchen that their 
Weather Clock was invented, a 
new imagining of the traditional 
Barometer. It's rustic look will suit 
any home with a country feel. 
Visit bramwellbrown.com 


3 BRORA 

We can't believe Brora has recently celebrated its 10th anniversary on 
Upper Street, mainly because it seems to have been around for much 
longer than that. It's a proper fixture towards the top end of Upper Street and 
certainly does Brora founder Victoria Stapleton proud with its much-vaunted 
cashmere collections. This is as country as you can get, from its on-trend output 
to the fact all their cashmere is made by their mill in the Scottish borders. They 
are passionate about 'made in Britain' and also believe in sustainable fashion, 
selling beautiful clothing that can be worn season after season - so you can 
look the part 24/7. 

186 Upper Street N1 IRQ; 0845 659 9944; brora.co.uk 


A FOLKLORE 

We were very curious 
| visitors back in 2012 when 
Folklore opened on Upper Street 
and we are delighted to see it 
thriving still today. They believe in 
making a difference through their 
products focusing on materials, 
process and sources, which 
represents a sustainable 
approach that can lead to 
lasting change. Their own label 
range has just launched, 
featuring some very country 
terracotta ceramics and quilts. 

A real feelgood store. 

193 Upper Street N1 IRQ; 

020 7354 9333; shopfolklore.com 



LOST 

PROPERTY 
OF LONDON 

One of our recent top finds... Lost 
Property of London has only been 
live since opening its flagship 
store on Cross Street last 
December and already they are 
causing quite a stir (take a look at 
lostpropertyoflondon.com). So 
when we were thinking about 
country inspiration, we thought 
we'd check them out again - 
and were not left 
disappointed. Some of 
their new bags caught 
the eye, made with 
gorgeous Scottish wool 
and leather. If 
you haven't 
discovered 
Lost 

Property of 
London yet, 
here's your 
cue. 
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SPOILER 

ALERT 

He can handle the trappings of fame, hut why Benedict 
Cumberbatch asks does everyone need to know what’s to come ,P 

Words STEPHEN MILTON 


B enedict Cumberbatch sits upright in his chair 
and offers a playful glower. ‘You know, you 
guys are like kids who want to eat an entire 
box of chocolates,’ he chuckles exhaustively, 
‘and then feel sick afterwards. There’s no magic or 
enigma, the way you come after it. If you didn’t ask 
so many questions, you’d have more to look forward 
to.’ The barrel-toned actor shifts uncomfortably and 
scratches behind his ear. ‘Although you wouldn’t be 
doing your job then.’ 

Make no mistake, Benedict Cumberbatch is weary 
of the questions. Mostly the spoiler types; what can 
we expect in the Sherlock 
Christmas special? Does he 
consider himself an Avenger after 
signing on for Marvel’s Doctor 
Strange ? When we last met in a 
dated suite in Claridges for the 
War Horse junket, attention was 
on his rumbled appearance in 
Star Trek 2. Three years ago and 
he was equally hostile to the queries. 

‘I don’t understand why the shroud, the veil has to 
be lifted. This need to spoil everything for everyone.’ 
He pauses and grins, crinkling the soft lines round 


those sloping, staring pale eyes. ‘I’m coming across a 
right grump, aren’t I?’ Three years since that last 
meeting and he’s transformed from a national treasure 
to a Hollywood megastar. An Oscar nomination for 
Best Actor will do that to a guy, not to mention 
starring roles in blockbusters like Star Trek Into 
Darkness , 12 Years a Slave and The Hobbit. 

And the London-born actor is still as affable, 
courteous and genial as before, though fame still sits 
uncomfortably. Less so now he’s a family man after 
marrying theatre director Sophie Hunter on the Isle of 
White this past Valentine’s Day and welcoming their 
son, Christopher, some four 
months later. 

‘It’s such an odd thing to 
describe, it’s weird. Indescribable 
perhaps,’ he considers about 
fame. ‘I don’t welcome it, but I 
don’t absolutely loathe it. It 
depends on the day. There are 
moments when you’re not having 
a good day and someone recognising you is the last 
thing you want. And then on other days, it doesn’t 
bother you. It’s a difficult sensation to describe, but 
ultimately I’m quite a private person.’ 

It’s a busy time for Benedict. He’s currently at the 
Barbican with Lyndsey Turner’s Hamlet earning 
reviews that squeal ‘sublime’ and ‘supreme’. Loyal 
‘Cumberbitches’ (a term he’s none too fond of, 
incidentally) are flying in from all over the world to 
witness his interpretation of the Great Dane. 

There are six big screen releases to come including 
Gulf War drama, The Yellow Birds , motion capture 
adventure, Jungle Book: Origins , and Marvel 
blockbuster, Doctor Strange. Fans are probably the 
giddiest for his return as Sherlock in a forthcoming 
Christmas special which sees Conan Doyle’s sleuth in 
Victorian London. Rest assured, the details stay firmly 
close to his chest. 

The Steven Moffat/Mark Gatiss creation was his 
breakthrough, anointing the star with hallowed ‘sex 


I don’t understand why 
the veil has to he lifted. 

This need to spoil 
everything for everyone 
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symbol’ status. He finds it all so baffling. 

‘It’s a bit of fim, isn’t it,’ he says modestly, 
scrunching his nose, shifting the 
dimensions of his elongated features. ‘It’s 
a reflection of the work more than 
anything. It really is. No-one looked twice 
at me for how many years when I first 
started out in my career, so it clearly isn’t 
just about this,’ he points at his face. 

Regally handsome in a navy blazer and 
faded blue shirt, casually undone at the 
collar, his next release, Black Mass , is a 
departure for the actor, who previously stunned as 
crucified codebreaker Alan Turing in lauded The 
Imitation Game. A gritty neon saga, it centres on the 
criminal career of Irish mob boss, James ‘Whitey’ 
Bulger and his ‘unholy’ alliance with the FBI. 

Benedict is Billy Bulger, Massachusetts state 
senator whose political career is aided and ultimately 
hindered by his brother (an effervescent, and 
unrecognisable, Johnny Depp) and his gangster 
handlings. As Benedict explains, it’s not so much a 
Goodfellas identikit as a tale of loyalty and family. 

‘It’s this very personal story about Boston and 
these two brothers, so devoted to each other but 
heading in two very different directions,’ he explains. 
‘A very powerful story that’s really stranger than 
fiction, it was a wonderful experience on so many 
levels; working with Scott [Cooper, director], working 
with Johnny, who’s simply astonishing to observe; 
working in Boston where we were so welcomed by 
the communities...’ 

Navigating the means streets of South Boston is a 
world away from his home turf. He recently moved into 
a reported £2.7million four storey townhouse in 
Dartmouth Park, mere doors away from Ed Miliband’s 
pile. Handy should they need a cup of sugar. 

Happily, it’s only a hop and skip from his old 
stomping ground of Hampstead, where he previously 
owned two storeys of a Victorian property minutes 
from the high street, and his beloved Heath (pictured 


below right). ‘There’s something enchanting about 
those acres and acres,’ he wistfully explains. ‘Where a 
long walk or a swim in the ponds will somehow 
magic away any stresses or worries. There, gone like 
that. It’s a wonderful lung. Somewhere I hope to 
spend many years.’ 

Previously, Benedict could be spotted nursing the 
pungent shelves of Giacobazzi’s on Fleet Road or the 
farmers’ market at the bottom of Parliament Hill - and 
there are no plans to change his habits. ‘I love the 
discovery of Hampstead, the secluded laneways and 
bright doorways and shopfronts on the way up 
Rosslyn Hill,’ he says, pausing and then adding: 
‘Ultimately, I’d like to remain in the area, it suits me.’ 

Black Mass is in cinemas on 27 November 
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HOMES 


{WHAT TO BUY AND HOW TO STYLE IT } 


FROM TOWN TO COUNTRY 

Experience rural living right here in North London 

How many of us yearn to escape to the country once in a while? We certainly do, but we 
also could never leave behind Angel and all it has to offer. The solution? Country style in 
your North London pad. Homes editor Kara O ’Reilly has two pages of suggestions, plus 
the ever popular Country Living Christmas Fair (sorry to mention the C word) returns to 
the Business Design Centre this month offering plenty of tips too. 











































ON'IES 


Lure of the 
COUNTRY 


Catherine Gee knows more than most about the 
attraction of a rustic way of life. The curator of 
the Country Living Fairs explains how she 
caught the countryside bug 


Words MARK KEBBLE 



I can’t really remember a time when 
the Country Living Fair wasn’t held 
at the Business Design Centre. 
Whether it’s the spring or Christmas 
version, it’s one of Islington’s biggest 
shows. As much as we seemingly can’t 
get enough of it, those behind the show 
insist the feeling is more than mutual. ‘In 
terms of its history as the old agricultural 
hall, it’s absolutely perfect,’ says curator 
of the show, Catherine Gee, about the 
BDC. ‘It is totally everything that 
Country Living is about.’ 

If anyone should know that, it’s 
Catherine. It’s two decades ago this year 
that she first joined the long running 
magazine - ‘That’s so scary,’ she gasps 
when I point out the anniversary - and 
happily returned to be a part of the 
Country Living family after a hugely 
successful run of TV presenting roles. ‘I 
started at the same time as Susy Smith 
[who remains the editor of the 
magazine],’ she recalls. ‘It’s just a brand 
I totally connected with and have stayed 
good friends with Susy over the years.’ 

Starting as assistant editor of the 
magazine, she soon progressed to Head 
of Shows, which saw her become 
involved with a matchmaking campaign 
called The Farmer Wants a Wife in 1999. 
Its success saw a second campaign that 
was televised by Thames TV and 
nominated for a BAFTA in 2002 - which 
led to Catherine going on to front 
popular shows like Escape to the 
Country , No Place Like Home? and even 
replace Loyd Grossman in 2004 as the 
lucky soul to wander through celebrity 
homes in Through the Keyhole. ‘My TV 
work was totally unplanned,’ she says 
modestly, ‘totally left of field. I always 
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The Count 
Christmas 
popular e 
Islington 


and is, arguably, the start of the festive 
countdown in these parts. If Father 
Christmas went shopping, we’re sure 
he’d start here: a feast of gourmet ideas 
conjured up by regional artisan 
producers; every type of decoration is 
available; find your party style and 
fashion accessories; and even learn how 
to wrap beautiful parcels and presents at 
one of the expert masterclasses. 

And it’s not just about standing on 
your own two legs this Christmas. ‘I 
would say if you have a dog, it’s the 
place to go to find your presents,’ 
Catherine says on what else stands out at 
this year’s show. There have been a 
growing number of people making really 


It’s inherent in you 
that, if you are British, 
you have a love of the 
countryside 


knew, realistically, that in TV your time 
will come to an end. I always knew I 
would come back to do something else.’ 

During this time, Country Living 
continued to thrive. 6 It has stuck to its 
principles while lots of changes 
happened around it and that’s part of its 
success,’ Catherine says on the 
magazine’s longevity. ‘I also think it’s 
inherent in you that, if you are British, 
you have a love of the countryside. It’s 
just hard wired into us somehow and it’s 
very aspirational. We live in such a fast- 
paced world and the countryside 
embodies being more relaxed and having 
a slower pace. Some people may want to 
live there, for others it’s not possible but 
they can get a part of what living in the 
country is like. The Country Living Fair 
can provide the tools needed for that 
whether you live in the Scottish 
Highlands or in a flat in Nl.’ 


When Susy Smith asked her to return 
to running their shows, Catherine had no 
hesitation in jumping back on-board. 
‘Personally I am very passionate about 
small businesses and craftspeople,’ she 
enthuses. T have enormous admiration 
for anybody brave enough, particularly 
in the difficult market conditions we 
have had, to set themselves up to create 
their own products. I love the fact I can 
work in some way to help facilitate them 
and hopefully further their success.’ 

The Christmas version of the Country 
Living Fair is always a jovial occasion 


beautiful products for pets, cats and dogs 
in particular. It’s pet heaven. But this 
Christmas fair is all about finding really 
unique, one-of-a-kind pieces. There’s 

one lady who only 
does the 
Christmas fairs 
[Halinka’s 
Fairies], who 
makes these 
amazing 

handmade fairies 
that hang on the 
tree. These are the 
kinds of things 
people come to 
buy. It’s what we 
continue to do 
really well.’ 

So the relationship between Islington 
and Country Living looks likely to 
continue for some time yet - and we 
even embrace our own style. ‘In terms of 
interior trends, Country Living reflects 
more of the modern country look. But,’ 
Catherine adds with a smile, ‘Islington 
locals go for a slightly more industrial 
look, or salvaged upcycling, a slightly 
edgier feel than a few years ago.’ 

The Country Living Magazine Christmas Fair runs 
at the Business Design Centre from 11-15 
November. For tickets, call 0844 848 0160 or 
visit countrylivingfair.com 
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WORK 
OF ART 


Robert Newmark is behind some of London’s 
quirkiest venues - so it’s little surprise his 
North London home takes you by surprise too 


Words MARK KEBBLE 
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W alk slowly past the image, 
can you see what she 
says?’ Robert Newmark 
encourages me. ‘She’ is a 
large photographic print of a rather 
attractive model who mouths something 
at you as you move by, resting against 
one of the many leather sofas in one of 
Robert’s many reception rooms in his 
North London home. I do as I am told 
and look non-plussed. ‘Walk past again,’ 
Robert grins. I think I detect ‘love 
you’... Robert laughs and tells me the 
slightly ruder answer. Welcome to the 
colourful home of the founder of Beach 
Blanket Babylon. 

From the moment I caught sight of 
the 19th century Gothic mansion 
walking up Lyndhurst Road, I am like a 
kid in a sweet shop, further enhanced as 
I investigate the property. Robert is a 
laid-back, relaxed host and clearly a 
popular man - at one point during the 
interview we were joined by three 
people linked to his business, one of his 
sons, and three dogs - with the 
confidence that comes with being behind 
some of London’s quirkiest restaurants 
and bars. He’s the man who concocted 
the idea behind Beach Blanket Babylon 
- now open in Shoreditch and Notting 
Hill - as well as West Thirty Six (also 
Notting Hill) and PUMP in Shoreditch. 
The reason, though, he has invited me 
round is the opening of his latest 
venture, Boneyard in Shoreditch. ‘I like 


developing new properties full stop,’ he 
says on the interest in the venue. ‘That’s 
the bit I really enjoy, the creativity of 
taking a space and making it interesting. 

It was formerly an old petrol station, and 
has a huge footprint in leisure terms, so 
it was exciting to work out what I could 
do with it.’ 

The result is another winner to add to 
his CV. Diners enter through a heavy 
black door and become immersed in the 
bustling atmosphere that combines 
energetic staff, bright design and lively 
customers. Guests can be found inside 
and out feasting on buttermilk fried 
chicken, American smoked ribs, tater 
tots and burgers. What does strike you - 
both inside and out, and looking at the 
menu - is that it’s all very reminiscent 
of road trips and Route 66. Which is 
rather ironic when I discover how 
Robert came to be involved in the food 
and drink industry in the first place. 

‘Shall I tell Mark the Jaguar story?’ 
Robert asks our fellow guests. I insist he 
has to now that’s he thrown this 
particular dog the bone (as I am dealing 
with the other three excitable pooches). 

‘I was always interested in photography 
as a child, so I worked in several jobs to 
do with that in my teens,’ he relents. 
‘However, I never wanted to leave my 
teens, so on my 20th birthday I bought 
myself an e-type Jag for £1,000.1 
remember speeding it around and 
crashing it into a tunnel. Unbeknown to > 
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'roperty was 
rly home to 
rt & Sullivan, a 
ry and a hotell 


me there was an office in this tunnel 
waiting for idiots like me and they 
called the police, so I did a runner. I hid 
in the Hard Rock Cafe and I fell in love 
with it - the idea of what it was, what it 
stood for. Back then it was a very hot 
place to be. I went off and bought a 
place in Knightsbridge - it sounds very 
ritzy and it was - as I got an amazing 
deal. In my youth and naivety I took it 
on without knowing what I was doing, 
but I unashamedly copied Hard Rock. 

I sold it at 25 and made a lot of money 
out of it.’ 

It all sounds so easy - and back then 
Robert admits it was, unlike the 
competitive industry of today - but he’s 
well versed with the ups and downs of 


the business. ‘It’s the life 
of a typical 

entrepreneur,’ he shrugs. 

‘I have been to the 
extremes and have been 
down to the absolute 
depths. You have to be 
prepared to deal with 
that.’ It was whilst 
dealing with a low that 
he first came across this 
property. ‘I used to drive 
by this house in a caravan. In 1989 I got 
wiped out by the recession, but I 
managed to keep my kids in school at 
Lyndhurst House. They 
used to think a caravan 
was cool, but I was 
pulling up at their school 
alongside all these 
amazing Bentleys and 
Rolls Royces!’ 

When the tide 
changed, the opportunity 
to actually own the 
property came up - as always there’s a 
story behind it as Robert thought he was 
just attending an afternoon soiree, but 
ended up making an offer to buy it - and 
he’s now been here for two decades. Its 
opulence is undoubted, but dig a little 
deeper and there’s many a story to tell. 
‘This place is in the history books,’ he 


says proudly. ‘Gilbert & Sullivan played 
here [it was once a theatre], Brahms 
played here, it has been a hotel, a 
nunnery... ’ Robert has invested heavily 
in the original structure 
and says, despite 20 years 
here, he’s still working on 
it. ‘There are lots of 
things I haven’t even 
touched yet,’ he says. ‘I 
go for looks that I feel 
work for me. Sometimes 
that comes off, sometimes 
it doesn’t. You should 
play with your house. It’s like a work of 
art.’ The model with a special greeting 
to guests would wholeheartedly agree. 

Find Boneyard at 168 Shoreditch High Street El 
6HU and visit pumpshoreditch.com to see 
more of Robert’s work in the area 


You should play 
with your house. It’s 
like a work of art. 

I go for looks that I 
feel work for me 
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Fill your conservatory with 
beautifully crafted, elegant 
furniture that will work both 
indoors and out. From left: 
Croft Collection Islay bench, 
£200; Croft Collection Islay 
lounging armchairs £250 
each; all other items, from a 
selection, all johnlewis.com 
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COUNTRY FILE 

Think of country style - all natural materials and traditional 
patterns - and update it with clean lines and moody hues 

Story KARA O’REILLY 
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For a dramatic modern 
country house look, paint 
a room from ceiling to 
skirting in a bold colour. 
Finish the look with a 
classic carpet pattern 
updated in a matching 
deep hue. 

Sisool Plaid carpet in 
Rich Plaid, £100 per sqm, 
crucial-trading.com 


homes 


Look to the old-school bathrooms in some of our 
famous country piles for your styling inspiration. 
Fired Earth is adept at updating classic looks 
- such as this basin console and coloured tile 
splashback - to make them just-right for now. 
Versailles small console, £1,300; Cinema wall tiles 
in Lincoln and Pantages, £49.80 per sq m; Sorrento 
porcelain flooring in Nizza, £99.80 per sq m; other 
items, from a selection, all firedearth.com 


This clean-lined bench 
is the perfect piece of 
flexible furniture and 
will work in every space 
from the hallway to 
dining room, kitchen to 
spare bedroom. 
Natural teak bench, 
£750, coxandcox.co.uk 
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CLEAN 

SWEEP 


Myhome Islington has become the 
first port of call for any domestic 
cleaning needs. Founder Niall Power 
reflects on a decade in business 


We have recently reached two 
anniversaries... ten years since the 
founding of Myhome Islington, and 
Suzanne (my wife) and I have also been 
married for ten years. Suzanne and I 
plan on taking a break, preferably 
without our three kids, in a couple of 
months. As for Myhome Islington it is 
business as usual! 

The day we started... was also the day 
of the 7/7 attacks, so London was 
uncharacteristically subdued for the first 
couple of months before things returned 
to normal. We started with two cleaners 
and one van and a cleaning system that 
we had received from Unilever. Over 
the coming years we grew the local 
business to 30 professional home 
cleaners and 13 vans. We have also 
started to franchise the concept and now 
have ten other Myhome offices across 
the UK. 

Key to the success we have had is... 

down to the clear systems we have in 
place for recruitment, vetting and 
training, along with a customer focused 


approach and a correct pricing structure. 
We have also expanded the services we 
provide to include a Handyman Service. 
All our staff are full-time, vetted and 
trained professionals 
that attend each job 
fully uniformed and 
equipped with 
everything they need to 
do the job properly. We 
guarantee all our work 
so should they ever 
miss anything we 
would have a team 
return for free! 



Islington is... a very 
vibrant and busy 
place. Its inhabitants 
tend to have more 
exciting or important 
things to do than 
mundane domestic 
chores, so we have 
always found the 

residents of Islington to be more than 
happy to outsource their 
requirements. 


Islington locals have 
more exciting things to 
do than mundane 
domestic chores 


My family live in... Highbury and with 
three small kids we spend a lot of time 
in the park (Clissold and Gillespie). 
Apart from that we regularly eat out in 
the many restaurants 
around Highbury and 
Stroud Green. 


Did you know that... 

on the Almeida Street 
post office site a 
gruesome method of 
avoiding paying wages 
was common? In 
January 1876, the 
bodies of eight former 
employees were 
discovered in a pit 
under Collinwood’s 
steam saw. They had 
been beheaded on the 
power saw when their 
contracts had ended. 


For any domestic or residential cleaning 
services, call Myhome Islington on 020 8802 
4040 or visit myhomeislington.com 
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AYRTON 

WINDOWS & DOORS 



Silence 
is golden 


Replacing beautiful 
timber windows, 
beautifully 


www.ayrtonbespoke.com 

Telephone 020 8877 8920 

Email enquiries@ayrtonbespoke.com 

406 Merton Road, London SW18 5AD 



Unique 

opportunity 


There’s not long now until 
Multiplied returns and Director 
Murray Macaulay reminds us 
why it’s one not to miss 


ultiplied is an art fair with a difference - it focuses 
on editions. The rule of thumb is that editions are 
made in small limited runs. Each impression is 
numbered with its own number followed by the 
overall edition size, and signed by the artist. After the edition 
has been made the matrix is destroyed, allowing for no further 
examples to be made. 

Many of the artists represented at Multiplied are prominent 
figures in the contemporary art scene. But each year we also 
select exhibitors representing the most promising new talent, 
from exciting new start-up galleries and spaces, to some of 
the UK's most dynamic graduate institutions, which this year 
will include the Royal College of Art, the Royal Academy of 
Arts and the University of the Arts London. The graduate space 
at Multiplied has proved extremely popular with visitors over 
the last few years - and it doesn't take much looking to see 
why. The art is always stimulating and fresh, and it is also often 
very affordable. Perhaps 
part of the excitement is 
the sense that one might 
spot the next big thing - 
before she or he is famous. 

It's a rare opportunity 
not to miss. 

Now in its 6th year, 

Multiplied is the UK’s only 
fair dedicated to 
contemporary art in 
editions, and returns to 
Christie’s South Kensington 
from 16-18 October. 
multipliedartfair.com 
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TOM PARKER BOWLES 


Skip London once in a while and gastronomic heaven awaits 


N ot everyone lives in London. And not all 
great restaurants dwell within the concrete 
curves of the M25. In fact, one of the most 
common complaints I receive as a national 
restaurant critic is that I’m too London-centric. That I 
give the rest of this sceptered isle short shrift and scant 
thought. A great friend, who’s a far more exalted 
scribe than me, argues that London has more new 
openings than any other city, therefore most of his 
energies should be spent on the capital. I see his point, 
if I don’t actually agree. 

And each month, I try to cover at least two 
restaurants outside of London. In fact, I make it my 
mission. Successful restaurateurs and chefs have to 
work that much harder, especially deep in the 
countryside. There’s no footfall to fill those slow 
Tuesday lunch tables, nor a public transport system to 
whip us from sitting room to sit down dinner. 

The choice, though, is huge. Three of my favourite 
restaurants on earth are many miles from the Big 
Smoke. The Seahorse, deep in Devon, is simply 
sublime, taking the very freshest fish and doing very 
little to them. Then there’s The Walnut Tree, near 
Abergavenny in Wales, where chef proprietor Shaun 
Hill shakes the pans in the most seductive of ways. 
And Stephen Harris’ remarkable Sportsman at 
Seasalter. The big boys, too, never let one down. 
Heston at The Fat Duck (soon to re-open) and Alain 
Roux at the ever civilised, reassuringly old school 
Waterside Inn, are both in Bray. Not too far from The 
Hand and Flowers, Tom Kerridge’s brilliant, two 
Michelin-starred gastropub. 



'or countr 
.t its bes' 
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For more high end delights, don’t miss the 
exceptional Sat Bains at Restaurant Sat Bains in 
Nottingham, Raymond Blanc and Gary Jones at Le 
Manoir, Tom Kitchin at The Kitchin in Leith, Michael 
Caines at Gidleigh Park in Devon, Simon Rogan at 
L’Enclume in Cumbria, Nathan Outlaw at his 
eponymous place in Cornwall, Stephen Toman at Ox 
in Belfast, Nigel Haworth and Lisa Allen at Northcote 
Manor, Anton Piotrowski at The Treby Arms in 
Devon, Glynn Purnell at Purnells in Birmingham, and 
Hywel Jones at Lucknam Park in Wiltshire. 

But what about those joints with little interest in the 
Michelin firmament? Hix Oyster and Fish House in 
Dorset, and The Pig on The Beach a few miles away. 
Red N Hot in Manchester for proper Sichuan, 
Birmingham’s finest Balti at A1 Frash, Ebi Sushi in 
Derby, La Lanterna in Scarborough, 64 Degrees in 
Brighton, The Pointer at Brill, Bell’s Diner in Bristol, 
and fish and chips from Henley’s of Wivenhoe and 
Seniors in Blackpool. I could fill pages with plenty 
more. But enough. Point proved. Of course you can 
eat well outside of London. So, sometimes, do escape 
the city. Because gastronomic glory awaits. 


EDITOR’S CHOICE - TASTE OF THE COUNTRY 


Tramshed 

Perhaps it doesn't quite have the same view 
as his Dorset restaurant but this Rivington 
Street favourite shows Mark Hix at his best. 
Chicken and steak, done very well indeed. 

Make sure you pop into the gallery too. 

32 Rivington Street EC2A 3LX; 020 7749 0478; 
chickenandsteak.co.uk 


Vintage Salt 

Personally, fish and chips reminds us of the 
great old British seaside, but the fact Vintage 
Salt's three London restaurants have a 
Cornish village look and feel to them means 
this gets our countryside in the city vote. 

189 Upper Street N1 IRQ; 020 3227 0979; 
vintagesalt.co.uk 


Paradise by way of Kensal Green 

With a love for all things fresh and green. 
Head Chef at Paradise Cat Ashton creates 
fabulous courses where vegetables have a 
big part to play. Don't miss her special game 
season menus, hot right now. 

19 Kilburn Lane W10 4AE; 020 8969 0098; 
theparadise.co.uk 
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AWARDS 


Party in style this Christmas 


GREAT NORTHERN HOTEL ■ KING’S CROSS ST PANCRAS INTERNATIONAL STATION ■ PANCRAS ROAD ■ LONDON ■ NIC 4TB 
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RAISING 
THE BAR 


Since opening the doors to The 
Refinery in 2008, the Drake & Morgan 
collection now has eight wonderful bars and 
restaurants throughout the capital. The ninth, 
however, could eclipse the lot, with Drake 
& Morgan King's Cross now open. Expect 
l more quality cocktails - including their 
'skinny' range - and more. 

BSk drakeandmorgan- 

kingscross.co.uk 


FOOD 

NOTEBOOK 


Four courses covering all bases 


Soft centred 

Opening up a whole new world 
of taste and texture, artisan 
crafters The London Marshmallow 
Company presents All Things 
Marshmallow, offering practical, 
professional know-how, step by 
step instructions and over 80 
inspired recipes that showcase 
the light and delicate treat in 
both star and supporting roles. 
We can't stop looking at 
the photographs. 
All Things Marshmallow, by Ross 
O’Brien and Amy Nelson, is 
out now 


All Things 

MARSHMALLOW 

Melt-in-the-mouth deliciousness 

from Thu London MxrchnuUow Company 



MEATING PLACE 

The men behind hip and fab MEATliquor, YianniPapoutsis and 
Scott Collins, will open their fourth London restaurant on Upper 
Street. Pulling up in the abandoned Citroen garage they will bring 
tried and tested classics including The Dead Hippie and Dirty 
Chicken Burger, alongside an evolving menu featuring MEATliquor 
SINgapore dishes like Buffalo Shrimp. 

Keep updated with the latest news at meatliquor.com 



Restaurant Review 
THE MARQUESS 
TAVERN 


Sitting down and salivating over The Marquess 
Tavern's menu, childhood memories of being a 
demanding eater have been invoked. Take 
their 'from the grill' menu, which offers a choice 
of a whole host of meat and fish, along with 
two sides and a butter or sauce of your choice. 
The only problem was choosing what to have. 
The team at The Marquess Tavern make a point 
of showing how serious they are about their 
food, and their attention to detail - from the 
expert advice to presentation - is top notch. 

I was desperate for some of their macaroni 
cheese, on the menu as a side dish, and they 
were more than happy to accommodate my 
request to have that to start. And what a start: 
moreish, cheesy and mighty fine tasting, I 
couldn't get enough. My guest's scallops with 
pea puree and bacon wouldn't look of place 
in a fine dining institution and was superb. 

To those mains and big decisions to make. 

I went for the lemon and paprika free-range 
chicken, with fries and spinach, rocket and 
parmesan on the side. Opposite me was a 
gargantuan effort: sirloin steak with a 
peppercorn sauce, sweet potato wedges and 
spicy cauliflower cheese. Both dishes had a 
satisfyingly spicy kick to it: my chicken was 
delicious. Richard was defeated by the 
cauliflower cheese - there was a lot of it - but 
only had good things to say about the wedges 
and perfectly cooked steak. 

For too long this has been one of those places 
appearing on 'hidden gems' round-ups - if you 
haven't been, go and find it. 

32 Canonbury Street N1 2TB; 020 7359 4615 
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GAME 

CHANGER 

When Pascal Aussignac opened Club 
Gascon in Smithfield, it was a huge 
gamble - but one that has heartily paid off 

Words MARK KEBBLE 



P ascal Aussignac is slightly 

perturbed. Thanks to a mix up 
in organisation, we are speaking 
an hour later than planned, with 
the acclaimed French chef due to head 
out and discover if his first restaurant, 
Club Gascon (astonishingly 17 years of 
age now), has retained its Michelin star 
with the publication of the new Guide. 
We run the risk of having to curtail our 
chat, but as soon as we get started, 

Pascal quickly gets into full flow and we 
lose ah track of time. 

For a start, 17 years is a long time for 
a London restaurant’s lifespan. ‘When I 


came over from Paris it was just Marco 
Pierre White and Jean-Christophe 
Novelli,’ he recalls in his still strong 
French accent, ‘it’s unbelievable what’s 
happened since. But I have to say, if you 
want to do something from scratch and 
be in the right location, the rents in 
London are outrageous. If you are 
independent you just can’t do it. When I 
arrived here, that didn’t exist.’ 

Frustrated with the lack of support 
from French banks, Pascal came to 
London with business partner Vincent 
Labeyrie and, after searching for a year, 
found a home in Smithfield. ‘Then it was 


a dead end,’ he laughs at the incredulity 
of it. ‘Even our bank said we shouldn’t 
open in the evening as there is nobody 
there. The first night we did 30 covers, 
but it was 600 a day a week later. So 
never trust a bank! Always follow your 
own instincts. Back then only St John 
was open [in the area]. We were a French 
restaurant, specialising in small plates, 
the only restaurant in ah the square - 
even the meat market was going through 
a refurbishing process as this was the 
time of “mad cow” disease. We opened, 
the reviews were good - and soon we 
had queues of people outside.’ 
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For anyone who has eaten at 
Club Gascon, the hype was fully 
justified. Seventeen years later 
and he’s still in the kitchen every 
day there, despite the fact his 
empire has grown with two more 
restaurants in the area - Cellar 
Gascon and Comptoir Gascon - 
as well as Cigalon and Baranis 
(both just off the Strand). ‘Yes,’ 
he says simply when I ask him if he was 
always going to open more restaurants, 
‘and I wish to open some more, in 
London or somewhere else. You only 
have one life after all!’ 

These new outlets allowed Pascal to 
advance his cooking at Club Gascon - 
switching from the traditional (now 
found at Comptoir) to the more modem 
- and as we speak he is excitedly 
preparing for a new menu at his original 
restaurant. Mentioning our country 
special this issue, he is quick to tell me 
about their forthcoming game menu at 
Club Gascon. ‘I always link the food to 
the seasons,’ he states. ‘We have a 
market menu, which we have had since 
day one, which is five courses, and from 
next week four of those will be devoted 
to game. Grouse, partridge, hare, 
mallard, foie gras... It’s always quite a 
challenging menu - it’s much more 
masculine with strong flavours.’ 

With all this going on, it’s a wonder 


Club Gascon is home to such 
delights as Gascony pie and 
cappuccino lobster 


Every day is different - 
the flavours, the palate, 
the customers. It is 
always evolving 

how he manages to fit anything else in, 
but once again this month he will be 
appearing at Taste of London, taking 
place from 19-22 November at East 
London’s Tobacco Dock. You get the 
impression his long-standing association 
with the Taste of London festivals - he 
has appeared at all bar the very first one 
- offers him a welcome change from the 
day to day challenge of mnning all of his 
restaurants. ‘It’s a jungle out there, in 
terms of restaurants in London, so image 
is important,’ he says of being involved 
in the festivals. ‘It’s a chance, too, to 
interact with your customers. When I’m 


in the restaurant I never go to the dining 
room. When you are at Taste, it’s the 
complete opposite and I am always there 
from the beginning to the end. I am 
working on the menu now and I’m 
looking forward to talking to lots of 
people there.’ 

A glance at the watch shows we are 
over ten minutes behind schedule, but I 
put the blame firmly at Pascal’s table due 
his enthusiasm. ‘I do try to be happy 
when I come to my kitchen every day 
and I like to share that with other 
people,’ he latches on to that. ‘Every day 
is different - the flavours, the palate, the 
customers - so it’s always evolving.’ Oh 
and that Michelin star? It’s safe and 
sound in the new Michelin Guide. 

Pascal Aussignac will be appearing at Taste of 
London from 19-22 November at Tobacco 
Dock. Advance tickets can now be purchased 
for £12 from tasteoflondon.co.uk, and Club 
Gascon can be found at 57 West Smithfield 
EC1A 9DS; 020 7600 6144; clubgascon.com 


theresident.co.uk | November 2015 39 














CANONBURY KITCHEN 
OFFERS BOTH A TRADITIONAL 
& CONTEMPORARY FRESH 
STYLE OF ITALIAN COOKING 


mi 


Canonbury 

Kitchen 

Italia 


19 Canonbury Lane 
Islington London 
N1 2 AS 
020 7226 9791 

www.canonburykitchen.com 
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ALL ABOARD! 

Fancy a party with a difference? Then get aboard the MV Royalty 


I f you’re looking for a party venue 
that’s bound to impress, a trip on 
the Thames aboard the MV 
Royalty will give you and your 
guests a day to remember. Trips on the 
boat are run by one of London’s 
favourite party boat specialists, 
Absolutely Party Cruises. This family- 
run business are experts at running 
river boat parties with customer service 
being their top priority. 

From birthday parties to weddings, 
work events or reunions, the MV Royalty 
is the perfect venue for a party with a 
difference. The boat holds up to 160 
people yet till manages to feel busy when 
only occupied by a small group. 

Boasting a reception and bar area, 
cozy lower seated saloon and two 
outdoor decks, there’s plenty of room to 



meet and mingle. Not forgetting the huge 
sliding windows on the upper dancing 
deck that guarantee the best views of 
the city. 

The boat is not just for big parties 
either. Each week guests can get onboard 
for a disco cruise. The £30 ticket (p/p) 
includes a four hour cruise from a 
Central London pier, together with a 
DJ and hot buffet. 


Look out too for their Christmas 
Disco Cruise, the perfect way to have 
a festive knees-up with other small 
businesses! Tickets are priced at £31 
per person and include a four hour 
cruise from a Central London pier, hot 
buffet and free entry to Opal Nightclub 
at Charing Cross. 

And if you want to start 2016 with 
a bang there’s no better place than 
celebrating it on the Thames. Tickets 
for New Year’s Eve are £150 per person, 
which includes a five hour cruise from a 
Central London pier, hot buffet, all beer, 
wine and soft drinks and a DJ playing a 
classic party playlist. 

For more information visit the website 
absolutelyparlycruises.com or call 
020 8306 5333 
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TRAVEL 

NOTES 


Lucknam Park, a member of Pride of 
Britain Hotels, is a consortium of privately- 
owned independent British hotels. The beautiful 
Palladian mansion dates back to 1720 and is 
just six miles from Bath. A one-night stay in 
classic room costs from £275 per night (two 
sharing) including use of the spa/wellbeing 
centre. See more about Pride of Britain 
k Hotels at prideofbritainhotels.com or A 
Hn call 0800 089 3929 
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LUCKY STRIKE 

Although typically British interventions threatened the Bank Holiday 
weekend, Lucknam Park still showcased the countryside at its best 

Words MARK KEBBLE 


L ucknam Park, located close to 

Bath, is a member of the Pride of 
Britain Hotels group - but as our 
journey west began we were 
encountering a typically British 
experience. It was a Bank Holiday 
weekend, so of course it was pouring 
with rain, and our plans for a nice 
relaxing train journey to avoid motorway 
traffic were crushed by a train strike for 
the whole weekend. 

As luck - no pun intended - would 
have it, these series of events combined 
to give my wife and I quite an eye¬ 
opening welcome to the five-star luxury 
hotel. The rain had just relented when we 
turned onto the mile-long drive 
entranceway to Lucknam Park, an ideal 
opportunity to take in the magnificent 
surroundings. The bad weather, too, 
meant the fire was burning in the 
drawing room as a couple of families 
took afternoon tea. It was the perfect 
way to banish everything going on 
outside in the real world. 



Lucknam Park is a 
country house at its 
best, effortlessly elegant 
and historic 

Lucknam Park is a country house at 
its best, effortlessly elegant and full of 
history. I loved the sound of a floorboard 
squeak here and there as we were led to 
the Juliet Suite. One of the hotel’s 42 


The Park's Michelin-^^^ 
starred food offering is 
overseen by Hywel Jones! 


individually styled rooms and suites, it’s 
deceptively large as we enter the sitting 
room, before winding round to the larger 
bedroom with even larger four-poster 
bed (there’s a stool to help you clamber 
up). The view of the grounds from the 
sitting room was breathtaking. 

Despite the rain, Karen was keen to 
try out the swimming pool (although 
only braved the 20m indoor pool, rather 
than the outdoor hydrotherapy pool) as I 
nosed around the hotel, meaning we 
were soon both eager for dinner at the 
Michelin-starred Park restaurant. Before 
coming here, our food columnist Tom 
Parker Bowles waxed lyrical about 
Executive Chef, Hywel Jones, and it was 
easy to see why. Karen’s haddock to start 
and turbot to follow were both 
fantastically cooked, whereas my cut of 
venison was a tender delight, 
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accompanied by chocolate jelly, which 
delighted me far too much. It clearly got 
to Karen as she determinedly ordered 
‘Caraibe’ chocolate bar with salted ice¬ 
cream to finish, despite claiming to be 
full. No wonder we needed a good hour 
of digestion by the fire in the library. 

The rain continued the next morning, 
but we didn’t care one iota as we headed 
off to The Spa. Both opting for 
massages, we were taken to separate 
therapy rooms and my treatment was 
undoubtedly one of the best I have 
experienced. Being sporty, I often have 
niggles, but my masseuse could detect 
problem areas without me telling her - 
and even had some words of advice 
about how I could treat myself. Above 
and beyond service. The elements may 
have been conspiring against us, but if 
this is what country living in the UK is 
all about, we are proud to be a part of it. 



travel 

COUNTRY CHIC 

Head to the Cotswolds where a visit to Dormy House will leave 
you feeling relaxed, recharged and wishing you could move there 



L iving in London I am well 
versed in the town versus 
country debate and have always 
sworn my allegiance to 
pavements, art house cinemas and 
properly made flat whites. But a visit to 
Dormy House in the Cotswolds has got 
me thinking. 

This you see is no ordinary country 
house. It’s the country house of your 
dreams, complete with wood-panelled 
rooms, roaring fires, cosy bedrooms and 
endless nooks and crannies where you 
can snuggle down with the Sunday 
papers, a pot of tea and simply relax. 

Add to that bedrooms as big as the 
average studio flat in London, a buzzy 
bar and perfect country fare at the 
Garden Room Restaurant and you can 
soon see why Dormy House has 
become such a firm favourite with us 
stressed out city types. To make the 
most of our trip we divided our 48 hour 
stay with a day of blissed out rest 
followed by a day of sightseeing in this 
beautiful part of England. 

Our home for the weekend, the Attic 
Suite, was perfect. Decorated in modern 
country style (think funky heirloom 
furniture and Farrow and Ball colours), 
it manages to be contemporary 
but comfortable at the same 
time with a double his and 
hers power shower and 
underfloor heating throughout. 

Bliss. 

An afternoon of swimming 
in the large infinity pool, 
being pampered in the spa 
(I can thoroughly recommend 


the nourishing Mediterranean Marinade 
facial) and tea on tap as we waded 
through the broadsheets was topped off 
with a delightful meal overlooking the 
manicured lawns of the Garden Room 
restaurant. 

From the moment we’d arrived till 
the time we went to bed we hadn’t left 
the hotel and in that short 12 hours I’d 
managed to relax completely, such is 
the power of this magical hotel. 

Day two was spent exploring the 
delights of the nearby Cotswolds towns 
including famous Broadway with its 
gothic folly, Broadway Tower, and the 
splendid high street of Burford where 
you can buy its namesake eggs and get 
kitted out in the latest country gear to 
fit in with the locals. 

Yes, you can get a fantastic house in 
the Cotswold for £500,000 and yes, I 
was tempted to sell up in Fondon and 
move sticks. If Dormy House is 
anything to go by, the Cotswolds 
residents know they’re on to a good 
thing. No wonder they look in 
amusement at us Fondoners and our 
tales of ‘gritty realism’. Hate to say it, 
but the coffee here is good too. 



Trip Notes 

Rates at Dormy House 
start from £240 per room 
per night based on two 
sharing including 
breakfast. For further 
information or to book 
visit dormyhouse.co.uk or 
call 01386 852711 
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Singapore • London • New York 


DARE TO BARE? VTIini$lTy 

of wnxinu 


• Est 2001 • 



Present this page to enjoy 25% off 

your first waxing treatment at our Islington store. 


MINISTRY OF WAXING ISLINGTON 271 Upper Street, London Nl 2UQ 
S 020 72261225 Q Ministry of Waxing Q Ministry of Waxing ^ ministrywaxing 


* For first-time customers only till 31st January 2016 at Islington. 

London . Singapore . New York . Shanghai . Hong Kong . Kuala Lumpur . Penang . Jakarta . Manila . Bangkok 













BUY 
INTO A 
PHILOSOPHY 


Sports Philosophy is a new London- 
based sportswear label, aimed at 
active individuals with a passion for 
performance, style and change. The 
new collection features unique print 
designs and reflective artwork to 
carry you through your workout. 
sportsphilosophy.com 



MATCH MAKER 

Throughout this issue we have been embracing the 
country and, in particular, the onset of game season. 
While there's a lot of meat to get stuck into, there is also 
a lot of veg in season to make the perfect 
accompaniment. We recommend some leeks or 
parsnips, both very much in season now. It's also the 
right time of year for pumpkins - rather than just use 
them for Halloween, also let yourself go a little with a 
tasty pumpkin pie. 


HEALTH & FITNESS 

NOTEBOOK 

The latest developments to make you feel good 


Banishing the bugbears 

Two new launches are set to 
eradicate exercise problems. Halo 
Headbands (left) redirects sweat to 
the sides of the head and away from 
the eyes, and FlipBelt (right) is a 
waistband where you can tuck in 
your must-have items. 
haloheadbanduk.com and 
theflipbelt.co.uk 





Room to 
breathe 

Feeling stressed at work? Then 
we recommend the al fresco 
Indian head massage at the 
wonderful Angel Therapy Rooms, 
located in a charming Victorian 
townhouse. Focusing on cranial 
pressure points, this soothing, 
uplifting experience is a perfect 
lunch-time or post-work 
indulgence. £80 for a one 
hour treatment. 

16b Essex Road N1 8LN; 020 7226 
1188; angeltherapyrooms.com 


3 OF THE BEST 


LATEST FITNESS GADGETS 



Inside its slim, stylish design, 
the UP3 collects and 
analyses a wide range of 
biometric signals, 
delivering actionable 
insights specific to you. We 
love the Smart Coach, for 
added motivation when 
you really need it. £129.99, 
from jawbone.com 


TruBe, the UK's first 
on-demand fitness app, 
has released its latest 
version introducing yoga, 
kickboxing, boxing and 
ante-natal workouts to its 
suite of on-demand 
services. 

Free download, from 

trubeapp.com 


The LightStim for Pain is 

clinically proven to 
relieve muscle and joint 
pain and speed up the 
healing process, perfect 
for those who train a lot 
and suffer niggles that 
hold you back. 

£249, from 
currentbody.com 
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SETTING THE 
STANDARD 

The Alpha Plus Group has added to its illustrious 
roster with the opening ofWetherby Senior 
Schoolwhich has quite a tough act to follow 

Words MARK KEBBLE 


T here’s an exciting buzz around the 
head offices of Alpha Plus Group 
and it’s little wonder why. Over 
the past week before my visit, they 
have unveiled the new state-of-the-art 
DLD College London, which sits in the 
heart of London overlooking Westminster 
and the River Thames, and opened the 
doors to Wetherby Senior School in 
Marylebone. ‘It’s history in the making,’ 
says the Group’s Director of Schools & 
Colleges, Jenny Aviss. 

My interviewee is well placed to offer 
such a superlative. Jenny started working 
with the Group in 1998, at a time when it 
was owned by Davies, Laing and Dick 
College and she was still Head of 
Wetherby Pre-Prep. She has seen the 
Group evolve in the 17 years since to now 
own and operate 18 top independent 
schools, nurseries and sixth form colleges 
throughout the UK. ‘It has always been an 
ambitious Group,’ she says on that 
evolution. ‘We are presented with a lot of 
opportunities and it’s been a case of 
deciding if those presented will fit with the 
ethos. We have developed quite slowly - if 


you look at the history it’s not something 
that has snowballed overnight.’ 

Although I haven’t visited every single 
Alpha Plus Group school, the ones I have 
had the pleasure of taking a peek around 
have left me hugely impressed. They all 
have their own 
individual touches, but 
as Jenny points out, 
there is a common 
strand throughout. 

‘That’s the Gold 
Standard,’ she smiles 
proudly, ‘and that’s 
what we are recognised 
for. That will pervade every area of school 
life. The children will experience high 
quality teaching and learning, we will 
employ the best staff, and the learning 
environments will reflect the Gold 
Standard and ensure the children can 
benefit in the way they should and 
deserve to.’ 

We talk at length about the involvement 
of parents, which is crucial to the way the 
Alpha Plus Group works, and also a sense 
of the children being proud to be a part of 


their schools. ‘If you were to enter any 
class you will find very happy children,’ 
Jenny says, ‘engaged and stimulated, with 
very enthused teachers going the extra 
mile for them. You would find passion and 
commitment, and amongst the children 
you would see a real belief, identity and 
pride in belonging to their school and to 
wear their uniform. You don’t just instil 
that by simply putting 15 children into 
a classroom.’ 

Class size is another important factor of 
the Alpha Plus Group, and Wetherby 
Senior will follow the trend. ‘It’s history in 
the making for Wetherby,’ Jenny repeats 
where we started, ‘we now offer education 
from two and a half years up to 18.1 don’t 
know who was more excited when it 
opened last week, Nick Baker [the Head], 
the children or me! ’ Ambition is again high 
for the school, with the aim that all boys 
will apply and transfer to Russell Group 
universities in the UK, 
as well as the Ivy 
League in the US and 
notable universities 
across the globe. 

DLD College 
London is already 
known for its top 
results - it achieved 
98% A level pass rate in 2015 - and the 
new 15 floor boarding house is sure to 
push that even higher. It’s a stunning 
building and a real vindication of the 
beliefs that run deep at the Alpha Plus 
Group. ‘There’s a word I didn’t let 
teachers use when I was Head at 
Wetherby,’ Jenny decides on ending with 
one more superlative, ‘and that’s awesome 
- that sums up DLD! ’ 

Find out more about all of the Alpha Plus Group 
schools and colleges at alphaplusgroup.co.uk 


The Gold Standard is 
what we are recognised 
for. That pervades 
every area of school life 
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IP NOTEBOOK TUTORS 



WE PROVIDE ONE-TO-ONE HOME 
TUITION WITH EXPERIENCED TUTORS 


Notebook Tutors is a tutoring agency with a different ethos. We work hard 
to ensure your child understands the fundamentals, and that they can 
apply what they have learned. Learning is a process that takes time: our 
students are continually progressing, which builds their confidence as well 
as their knowledge. We have tutors for all subjects from KS1 to A-Level. 

We operate in North-West, West, and South-West London. 


CALL US TODAY TO DISCUSS HOW WE CAN HELP 

0207 625 8731 

info@notebooktutors.co.uk / www.notebooktutors.co.uk 



THE 

GOWER 

SCHOOL 


Outstanding or Excellent in every area 

Independent Schools Inspectorate 

Across the EYFS, children display high levels 
of personal development for their age. 

They are confident, independent learners who 
are extremely happy in their environment. 


INDEPENDENT 

SCHOOLS 

ASSOCIATION 


• Montessori Accredited nursery and primary 
> Exceptional, child centred care and education for 0-11 year olds 
• The village Montessori school in the heart of the city 

Primary: 020 7278 2020 • Nursery: 020 7700 2445 I 

www.thegowerschool.co.uk l 



PORTLAND 

PLACE 

SCHOOL 


Co-educational 
Prep ■ Senior ■ Sixth Form 


Warm, caring, unique. 


School Tours 

9:00am start 

Tuesday 10 November 2015 
Tuesday 24 November 2015 

Wednesday 20 January 2016 
Wednesday 3 February 2016 
Thursday 3 March 2016 
Tuesday 15 March 2016 




For all enquiries, or to book an individual appointment 
with the Headmaster, please contact our Admissions 
Registrar Michelle Botha. 


Portland Place School, LONDON, W1B 1NJ 
0207 307 8700 
admin@portland-place. co.uk 

www.portland-place.co.uk 


a 


Alpha Plus 


the gold standard in education 
Portland Place School is part of the Alpha Plus Group Ltd. 






















The Angel , 

directory resident 



julianemens.com 

Fitted top end furniture for your home and office 
Free quotes call 07720 312583 or contact through website 



Bespoke design for kitchens, wardobes with sliding 
doors, sash windows and other bespoke work 

info@agbespokesolutions.com 
07951 049784 | 07751 734139 

www.agbespokesolutions.com 



CLEANER TEAM 


Cleaning Services in London 
Because We Care 



Reliable and trustworthy with over 10 years experience 


Regular Domestic Cleaning | Office Cleaning | Spring Cleaning 
Move Out/In Cleaning | Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 
Window Cleaning | Handyman Services | Removal Services 


www.cleanerteamuk.com | 0208 2200 324 
office@cleanerteamuk. com 


[TW5_quito 

Islington’s bike shop • Est 1984 
Road 

commuting bike 
specialists. Expert 
advice and sizing 
on our carefully 
selected range of 
bikes, clothing and 
accessories. 

0% finance available. 
Bike to Work 
vouchers accepted. 

Bike Servicing and Repairs 

Qualified mechanics. Small repairs through to Deluxe 
services. Same day repairs available. 

Resident magazine offer - Silver Service for £35 
(normally £50). Call or book online. 


Opening times: 

Mon-Wed 9am to 6pm 
Thurs 9am to 7pm 
Fri 9am to 6pm 
Sat 10am to 6pm 

123 Essex Road, Islington N1 020 7226 8765 
mail@mosquito-bikes.co.uk www.mosquito-bikes.co.uk 



Order the next 30. -"sj 
issue today buyamag.co.uk 


At your 


BECK & CALL 


CLEANING 
AND IRONING 

• Regular or Special 

• Domestic & commercial 

SAME TRUSTED MAID 

• Fully insured & vetted 

GOOD 

HOUSEKEEPERS 

• & full household 
management 


CARPET & UPHOLSTERY 
END OF TENANCY & SPRING CLEANING 




www.beckandcall.co.uk 

© 0208 8521861 

e-mail: beckandcalluk@gmail.com 


JANINE GOLDICH ON 020 7605 2230 or email janine.goldich@archant.co.uk 
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DEPENDABLE 

IN A CHANGING 
WORLD 


BROWNINGS 

GARAGE LTD. 

T: 020 7837 5450 
www.browningsgarage.co.uk 
E: info@browningsgarage.co.uk 



Subscribe 
today 30+ 


magazines 



'■5^ FREE UK 
delivery 


subscnptionsave.co.uk 

Magazines I Newspapers I Products 



wwwbrume.co.iik 

decorative window film 


TO ADVERTISE ON 
THESE PAGES 
PLEASE CALL: 

JANINE 

GOLDICH 

020 7605 2230 



Up Top Down Below Damp Proofing 
General building and decorating 
contractors who specialise in 

► Damp Proofing • Basements/Cellars 
► Water Proofing • Tanking 




Safe Removals provide a fast, professional and 
most of all secure solution to homes and businesses 
looking to move within London. 

We started with the simple vision of providing people in 
London with unbeatable removals, be it for a small, local 
move or for a much larger home or office relocation. 

■ Highly experienced, insured team on hand ready to 
help you straight away. 

■ When you're moving storage may be necessary. If you're 
undergoing such a move then it's well worth considering 
making use of all our services including, packing and 
packing materials, house and office relocation, assembling 
and disassembling of furniture, storage and more! 

078 2111 2446 / 020 8888 3917 
info@saferemovals.co.uk 
www.saferemovals.co.uk 
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^ MAXLIGHT 


ULTRA SLIM 
SLIDING DOORS 


ONLY 20MM 
SIGHT LINES 


INCREDIBLE 

LEADTIMES 


















































PROPERTY 


(NORTH LONDON’S MOST DESIRABLE HOMES } 



LIVING THE HIGH LIFE 


Highbury Hill is an in-demand street - making this a must-see 

Whether it’s making the most of the ‘outdoors in’ patio area, or entertaining until your 
heart’s content in the contemporary kitchen, this £4.25m property on Highbury Hill has 
plenty going for it. For more on the five bedroom Victorian villa that offers almost 4,000 
sq ft of accommodation, contact Knight Frank Islington on 020 3657 7340. 
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agent speaks 


COMING 

HOME 

Once you've lived in Islington, it's difficult to 
leave it behind, outlines Jo-Anne Neighbour 



How has 2015 gone for Savills Islington? 

We weren’t sure how the market would 
fare through the General Election, 
especially following the changes to 
stamp duty before the start of the year. 
The market has generally been positive, 
although it has been vital to price 
properties sensibly, ensuring buyers’ and 
sellers’ expectations are well matched. 

Has anything taken you by surprise? 

Buy to let investors have come back to 
the market with confidence towards the 
end of the summer, not only for one bed 
apartments but across the board, which 
is fantastic. Alongside this, we’re seeing 
increasing numbers of people 
downsizing and returning to the area to 
be closer to their children and 
grandchildren. 

Could you summarise the change in 
prices we’ve seen here this year? 

The market as a whole in London has 
not seen a vast price increase due to the 


uncertainty from the election and 
gradual adjustment to the altered stamp 
duty levels in December last year. 
Despite this, over the 12 months up to 
the end of the second quarter this year 
prices increased by 6.1% in Islington, 
and we’ve also seen an increase in the 
number of sealed bids, particularly for 
properties priced under £1 million, 
indicative of the enduring popularity of 
the area. 

Is there a part of the area that is 
particularly thriving? 

To be honest the whole of Islington is 
doing really well, though Prime 
Canonbury, Bamsbury and Angel are 
outperforming their neighbours. The 
Newington Green Conservation Area is 
also achieving strong values and there is 
a good deal of competition amongst 
these properties. 

What do you think has been the best 
thing to happen to Islington over the 


past year? 

The Park Theatre in Finsbury Park 
opened a couple of years ago next to the 
station and has been a very vibrant and 
exciting addition. It is important to the 
community after local residents helped 
raise the necessary funds to convert the 
vacant old office block and Savills are 
both proud to sponsor the Park Theatre, 
and delighted to have something so 
fabulous on our doorstep. 

Finally, is there one stand-out property 
on Savills’ books - and what’s so eye¬ 
catching about it? 

We have a lovely two bedroom 
apartment on Riversdale Road, on the 
market at £765,000. The apartment is 
split across the ground and first floors, 
with a fantastic 65 foot garden. It also 
has planning permission to be converted 
into a three bedroom apartment if 
needed with a larger open plan kitchen 
and reception room, which is a fantastic 
opportunity. 




Savills are marketing a 
property with plenty of 
opportunity on Riversdale Roadl 


Jo-Anne Neighbour is Head of Sales Residential 
at Savills Islington, 94-96 Upper Street N1 ONP; 
020 7226 1313; savills.co.uk 
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property of the month 


IF WALLS 
COULD TALK 


Fyfe McDade are marketing this historical property on 
De Beauvoir Square, which has quite a story to tell 




B uilt in 1838 by 

renowned early 
Victorian architects 
Rourmieu and Gough, 
and located on the north 
eastern corner of the beautiful 
De Beauvoir Square, is this 
stunning four bedroom semi¬ 
detached house. The layout of 
the square takes heavily from 
the preceding Georgian 
period, but the buildings 
themselves are a wonderful mix 
of Dutch and Jacobean 
influences that lend this home 
a uniquely striking aesthetic. 
Tudor-style oriel windows, 
retained impeccably 
throughout, blend seamlessly 
with Dutch gables and 
decorative stonework to set the 
property apart from the stock 
Victorian and Georgian 
terraces throughout Islington. 


The heart of the home is the 
kitchen, fronting onto the 
square and boasting a 
pleasant garden view. Two 
generous rooms, currently used 
as a reception and dining 
room, complete the ground 
floor and provide a wonderful 
space for entertaining. 
Downstairs are two further 
reception rooms, the larger of 
these opens out on to the 
landscaped rear garden. The 
top two floors of the house 
have been laid out and used 
as bedrooms. Of particular 
note is the master suite on the 
first floor, which comprises a 
large bedroom, walk-through 
dressing area and stylish 
en-suite bathroom. 

For more on this £2,699,500 
freehold property, contact 
Fyfe McDade on 020 7613 4044 
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BURMA ROAD N16 2,420 sq ft 

4 |sa| 2 «r 2 w EPC=D 


DANBURY STREET N1 1,975 sq ft 
3 |ss| 2 ■& 2 EPC=D 


PENN ROAD N7 3,035 sq ft 

5 l=j 2 \2E/ 3 EPC=E 


(^JnTheMarket com 

















































HIGHBURY HILL N5 5,085 sq ft 

8 |as| 4 «r 4 EPC=E 


RICHMOND CRESCENT N1 2,524 sq ft 
4 |s| 3 ® 3 ^ EPC=E 


CLAREMONT SQ N1 2,702 sq ft 

5 |ssj 2 >Sr 3 Listed 



From houses in Highbury to apartments 
in Angel, contact Savills Islington 

this autumn for all your property needs. 


Move with Savills 























HOMES TO VIEW 


MILDMAY ROAD 

N1-SHARE OF FREEHOLD 

£925,000 - 2 bedrooms 

EPC rating: D | Ref: ISL140007 



OF FORWARD 
THINKING 


cluttons.com 














(5)nTI Market com 


ISLINGTON 

Sales: 020 7768 0332 
Lettings: 020 77680409 
islington@duttons.com 


BRIDGEMAN ROAD 
N1 - UNFURNISHED 

£560 per week - 2 bedrooms 

EPC rating: D | Ref: 57910 





CLUTTONS 
























currell.com 


Currell 



Willow bridge Road, N1 
£1,325,000 Share of Freehold 

This four bedroom maisonette is set across the top 
two floors of a substantial Victorian building in the 
leafy ‘Alwynes’, a highly sought after residential area 
of Canonbury. The large reception room set to the 
front of the property is bright and airy, with period 
features. Excellent local primary schools William 
Tyndale and Canonbury are close by EPC: E 




Gallia Road, N5 
£1,600,000 Freehold 

An attractive five bedroom Victorian family home, set 
over three storeys. This well-proportioned property 
provides 1650sqft of flexible accommodation with 
two reception rooms, two bathrooms, a large 
cellar and garden to the rear. Gallia Road is a 
quiet residential road close to Highbury Fields and 
Highbury & Islington station. EPC: Pending 





































currell.com 


Currell 




Ockendon Road, N1 
£1,950,000 Freehold 

A spacious three bedroom family home, with architecturally designed interiors by Nissen Richards and the current owners. 
This stunning home enjoys wide proportions with a wide hallway and a large front reception room. The lower ground floor 
offers a substantial open space with a comfortable family area, a bespoke fitted kitchen with an island and dining room to 
the rear, with views over the landscaped garden. Planning for further extension is already in place. Ockendon Road is well 
placed for Highbury & Islington, Canonbury and Essex Road stations. EPC: D 


Islington 
Sales: 020 7226 4200 
Lettings: 020 7288 9109 
islington@currell.com 
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CARLTON 

ISLINGTON'S ESTATE AGENT 



SALES 

Witherington Road, N5 

A five bedroom late Victorian house situated 
in this quiet residential road in Highbury. 
EPC: C 

£ 1,675,000 Freehold 


SALES + LETTINGS 020 7359 0000 
carltonestateagents.co.uk 























CARLTON 

ISLINGTON'S ESTATE AGENT 



LETTINGS 

Highbury Hill, N5 

A fantastic two bedroom flat with private 
terrace overlooking Highbury Fields. EPC: B 

£450 Per Week* 


Please note administration and reference fees will apply 


SALES + LETTINGS 020 7359 0000 
carltonestateagents.co.uk 















MODERN LIVING SS 
JUST MOMENTS ““ 
FROM THE CITY 



E. Central 


LOCATED IN 
THE HEART OF 
CLERKENWELL, EC1. 

An outstanding collection of 
1 & 2 bedroom apartments & 
duplexes on Central Street, 
Clerkenwell, EC1. 

1 beds from £690,000 

2 beds from £840,000 


UNITED KINGDOM 

1 

PROPERTY 

flJSjL 

AWARDS 

IIP 

WINNER 2015-2016 

prj 




UNIQUE URBAN 
TERRACE OF 5 
CONTEMPORARY 
HOUSES IN 
ISLINGTON N1. 

The interior-designed 
spaces of Nord One highlight 
the development’s emphasis 
on quality. 

3 beds from £1,495,000 

4 beds from £1,895,000 


*41 M 

■fil 



CALL NOW TO ARRANGE 

APPOINTMENT 

020 8003 6809 






























































Plinisoll 

Building 

King’s Cross; 



Available now 

A collection of studios, one, two and three bedroom apartments to rent. 

Residents will enjoy a 24-hour concierge, private dining space, residents lounge, 
a well-equipped fitness suite as well as a private resident’s courtyard on the second 
floor and a conservatory I viewing gallery on levels 12 and 13. 

For more information or to speak with our lettings team please contact us on 

+44 20 8022 3739 
kingscrosslettings @knightfrank. com 




Computer generated images and photographs for indicative pmposes only. 


KnightFrank.co.uk/KingsCross 


























Almorah Road, Islington N1 

A superb garden maisonette 


KnightFrank.co.uk/islington 

islington@knightfrank.com 

020 8166 7503 


Arranged over the two lower floors of an imposing Victorian house in the heart of the East Cononbury 
Conservation Area. 2/3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, reception room, kitchen, garden. EPC: D. 
Approximately 90 sq m (1,061 sq ft). 


Share of Freehold 


¥ @KnightFrank 


Guide price: £1,000,000 

KnightFrank.co.uk/ISL150068 


(S)nTheAAarket .com 


















Cloudesley Road, Islington N1 

A beautifully presented Grade II listed house 

Arranged over four floors on one of Islington's most desirable streets. 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, double 
reception room, kitchen, dining room, study, guest WC, conservatory, garden. 

Approximately 166 sq m (1,797 sq ft). 


KnightFrank.co.uk/islington 

islington@knightfrank.com 

020 8166 7503 


Freehold 


#@KnightFrank 


Guide price: £2,100,000 

KnightFrank.co.uk/ISL150168 


(S)nTheAAarket com 












































































































WHAT'S YOUR 
NEXT MOVE? 


Colvestone Crescent, Dalston E8 

A spacious and beautifully refurbished maisonette available to rent on a short term basis. 
2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, large reception room, separate kitchen and period features 
throughout. EPC: E. Approximately 90 sq m (974 sq ft). Available furnished. 
islingtonlettings@knightfrank.com 
Office: 020 8166 7502 


Barnsbury Road, Islington N1 

A stunningly refurbished split level maisonette in the heart of Barnsbury. 2 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, large reception room, open plan kitchen and dining room. EPC: E. 
Approximately 69 sq m (742 sq ft). Available unfurnished. 
islingtonlettings@knightfrank.com 
Office: 020 8166 7502 


To find out how we can help you or to 
arrange your complimentary market 
appraisal please contact us: 

KnightFrank.co.uk/lettings 

islingtonlettings@knightfrank.com 

020 8166 7502 


All potential tenants should be advised that, as well as rent, an 
administration fee of £276 will apply when renting a property. 
Please ask us for more information about other fees that may 
apply or visit KnightFrank.co.uk/tenantcharges 

# @KnightFrank 
(i)nTheMarket com 













^ King’s Cross 
St. Pancras 

—o— 

NEXT 

STOP 
KNIGHT - 
FRANK 

Residential Sales and Lettings 

Visit our office at 353 Upper Street 
to find out more, or call 020 3641 6138 

KnightFrank.co.uk/islington 




Knight 

Frank 



Old Street 








Canonbury Square, N1 

Guide Price 
£6,000,000 Freehold 

A unique opportunity to 
purchase a magnificent 
five bedroom three window 
wide Georgian house, which 
has been restored to a quite 
exceptional standard and 
has a lovely garden and 
large private garage. 


CARLTON 


ISLINGTON'S ESTATE AGENT 



















































